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Thank you for your letter of 16 February 2017 on behalf of the Education and Skills 
Committee regarding questions raised at the Committee meeting held on 1 February 2017 
about support for looked after children and kinship care. 

I will begin by addressing your question on why there is no mention of formal kinship carers 
of looked after children in the UK Governments consultation response on exceptions to the 
policy to limit Child Tax Credit and Universal Credit to a maximum of two children. 

Formal kinship carers of looked after children are entitled to receive a kinship care allowance 
from their local authority for accommodation and maintenance of the child or young person in 
their care. 

Child-related UK welfare benefits such as Child Tax Credit are also intended to cover 
accommodation and maintenance. As formal kinship carers are already receiving payment 
from the local authority for accommodation and maintenance they are not entitled to receive 
Child Tax Credit. 

That is why the proposed exception to the UK Governments policy applies only to kinship 
carers of non-looked after children who are not automatically entitled to receive a kinship 
care allowance. My officials in the Looked After Children Unit are currently working with 
officials from the Department for Work and Pensions and HM Treasury to ensure that the 
guidance associated with this policy does not disadvantage kinship carers of non-looked 
after children and young people living in Scotland .. 
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To further support kinship carers, the Scottish Government provides funding to Children 1 si, 

Citizens Advice Scotland (CAS) and Mentor UK to deliver support to kinship families on a 
wide range of issues including emotional support, advice on legal rights and responsibilities, 
financial and benefits advice, help to access local services, and support around attachment 
and managing difficult family relationships and behaviours 

I hope you find this information helpful and that it reassures the Committee that the Scottish 
Government is committed to providing the right supports and the right time to those who 
need it most. 

MARK MCDONALD 
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